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From 4th to 8th November 2013, 
Paris was the setting of Batimat, 
one of the biggest European 
expositions for the construction 
sector. EBC decided to take this 
occasion to hold its Board of 
Directors in this framework. 

During this Board meeting the 
EBC members had an interesting 
debate with MEP Elisabeth Morin-
Chartier (EPP-FR), who spoke 
about the simplification agenda 
in Occupational Health and 
Safety. Mrs. Morin-Chartier 
shared EBC members’ concerns 
about excessive burdens and 
gold plating in this field. She also 
believes that the next European 
Parliament should develop a 
“social market economy” 

where the European social systems will be harmonised 
respecting internal market freedoms and social rights. 

►  Have a look at the EBC interview to Ms. Morin-Chartier (p.3) 

Follow us on twitter! 

New waste targets problematic for 

construction SMEs 

EBC replied to the consultation on the review of the European 
Waste Management Targets. Concerning the Commission 
proposal as regards sorting waste at construction and 
demolition sites, EBC suggests distinguishing between 
renovation and construction works. Indeed, in renovation 
projects, on-site sorting is very complicated due to the lack of 
space and contaminated materials. 

Moreover, EBC asks for disposal sites to be easily accessible and 
highlights that construction craftsmen and SMEs need to be 
absolutely sure about 
recycled or reused 
products before using 
them. Finally, EBC 
draws attention to the 
lack of data on the 
current recycling 
situation and to its 
impact on construction 
SMEs, which makes it 
very problematic to plan 
further targets.  

►  Read here EBC reply 
to the consultation Online Declaration of Performance 

positive for construction SMES 

EBC Board of Directors in BATIMAT 

On 25th October 2013 the European Builders Confederation EBC, UEAPME and 6 more 
national and European organisations founded “Small Business Standards - SBS”. The 
reason for SBS’ creation is the need to represent small and medium businesses 
from all across Europe in the standardisation process. Standardisation is at the 
same time unavoidable for all companies who want to access the Internal Market with 
the CE marking and not easily accessible for SMEs due to linguistic barriers, technical 
and financial difficulties. Therefore, SMEs need to have a voice in the standards making 
process and be made more aware of their importance.  

On 13th December 2013 the first SBS General Assembly will be celebrated at the 
UEAPME premises. Membership for SBS is open to all organisations that represent 
SMEs’ interests in European standardisation. 

Small Business Standards SBS to defend SMEs’ interests in standardisation 

On 30th October the European Commission adopted a Delegated 
Act which introduces the possibility for construction products 
manufacturers to upload the Declaration of Performance (DoP) 
for their products online on websites and platforms. 

EBC underlines that this measure was long-awaited and it is 
very positive because it simplifies the procedures regarding 
the certification of the essential characteristics of products 
placed on the market. Indeed, the online DoP allows producers 
to upload on websites those information that should otherwise 
be sent by post to each purchaser. At the same time, users and 
consumers have the possibility to have a look at the online DoP 
before buying the product and they can always ask for a paper 
copy. Now, the Council and the Parliament should give their 
approval to online DoP as soon as possible, so as manufactures 
can benefit from the legal framework for this widespread 
practice. 

►  Please click here to have more information on online DoP 

25-26/11/2013   SME Assembly, Vilnius 

29/11/2013    High Level Forum of Construction 2020, BXL 

Calendar 

On 15th October 2013 EBC Secretary General Riccardo Viaggi 
was invited to speak at the General Assembly of the European 
Organisation for Technical Assessment (EOTA).  

During his speech Riccardo Viaggi warmly welcomed the new 
structure of EOTA and underlined that the technical competence 
of EOTA Working Groups to draft European Technical 
Assessments (ETA) is very important for the market. 
Nevertheless, the ETA should have a more accessible price, 
because otherwise craftsmen and small businesses will rarely be 
able to afford them. Mr. Viaggi also emphasised the fundamental 
value of stakeholders’ consensus in 
standards’ creation and the central role of 
the Declaration of Performance for 
construction products. 

The improved transparency and openness 
of the new organisation will encourage a 
fruitful and certainly closer cooperation 
between EBC (and 
therefore SBS) and 
EOTA. 

EBC addresses EOTA General Assembly 

Have a look at our latest newsletter in 
English, French, Italian and Spanish 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

EBC presents its Manifesto for 
the 2014 European elections 

 
Business Breakfast  

3rd December 2013, 8.00-9.30 a.m. 

 

Founding members signing the SBS Statute 

 

MEP Elisabeth Morin-Chartier 

(EPP,FR) at the EBC Board 
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