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Calendar - Announcement 

Goodbye Mr. Leoz Argüelles 

Banks must back the real economy and facilitate SMEs’ access to finance 

In April EBC carried on participating in the Thematic groups of 
the Construction Action Plan. This time the themes of the two 
groups were: “Skills and Qualifications” and “Sustainable 
use of natural resources”. 

EBC believes that the development of qualifications and skills 
provides an answer to one of SMEs fundamental needs and is a 
key reason why EBC supports the idea of an EU Sector Skills 
Council for Construction. 

In the other group the debate focused on the sustainable 
buildings initiative and the definition of green buildings, topics 
that EBC is closely following. Related to this, the Commission 
has published a report on financial support for energy 
efficiency in buildings, on the back of a consultation to which 
EBC replied. The report stresses that the EU needs to improve 
financial support in this sector if it wants to meet its 2020 and 
2050 targets. 

► More information on Energy Efficiency in buildings 

EBC reply to the consultation on financial support for E.E. 

The European Builders Confederation EBC is very sceptical 
about the path that trilogue negotiations for the public 
procurement directive are taking. 

The Council seems willing to water down obligations for direct 
payment of subcontractors to a mere possibility and it is 
against the introduction of a European Passport for public 
procurement. The minimum turnover of a bidding company, 
reduced by the Parliament to two times the contract value, is 
again under negotiation. Both Institutions agree on the cut in 
the time limits for presenting offers as well as on public-
public cooperation, where companies obtaining up to 20% of 
their turnover on the private market are exempted from the 
application of the directive. Even the introduction of the 
possibility for aggregations of enterprises to participate in  

tenders seems in danger. 

On a positive note, we hope that 
the position of the European 
Council on the deletion of the 
‘apply or explain’ principle in the 
division of a contract into lots will 
eventua l ly  end w i th  the 
reintroduction of this basic 
requirement. 

If this directive does not bring 
measures to facilitate SMEs’ 
access to public procurement, it 
will have completely missed one of 
its fundamental original purposes! 

Click here for more information on public procurement 

On 29th April Mr. Vicente Leoz Argüelles left his position as Head 
of the Sustainable Industrial policy and Construction unit in DG 
Enterprise to enjoy retirement. EBC wishes him all the best and 
thanks him for his cooperation over the last years. 

At the SMEs Finance Forum, held in Dublin on 2nd May, EBC raised the issue of access to finance for  small and medium construction 
enterprises in front of the European Institutions, the Irish Presidency of the European Council and other SMEs representatives. 

According to the latest European Central Bank survey on SMEs’ access to finance, all euro area countries, except Germany, 
reported a decline in the willingness of banks to provide loans. SMEs suffer from insufficient internal funds due to the deterioration of 
overall economic conditions. Moreover, they are oppressed by collateral requirements and pay higher interest rates than larger 
companies. 

 The European Institutions and the Member States should pursue the improvement of traditional credit lines and simple bank lending 
because 92% of European Construction enterprises, which have less than 10 employees, use this as the only way to invest in their 
productivity. 

Please click here to read the EBC press release 

► Click here to read the European Central Bank survey 

Follow us on twitter! 

Trilogue for public procurement going in 
the wrong direction  

Find out more about EBC Annual Congress 2013 - 28 June 

The UEAPME Construction Forum met at the end of April to 
discuss about Eco-design for windows, public procurement, 
SMEs’ access to finance and other topics. 
► More information on UEAPME Construction Forum 

Construction Action Plan’s Thematic 
groups: engagement of EBC 

UEAPME Construction Forum 

REGISTER NOW! 
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