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Involving SMEs in standardisation 

EBC continues to participate in the Thematic Groups set up by 
the Strategy for the sustainable competitiveness of  
construction. The TG 4 meeting focused on the Internal Market 
and Construction products. 

During the debate, EBC Secretary General Riccardo Viaggi 
highlighted the risk of unfair competition in the Internal Market 
due to the illegal misuse of the self-employed status for 
actual workers. EBC called upon the EU Institutions to monitor 
the implementation of the Services Directive in order to 
guarantee internal market freedoms to real self-employed 
entrepreneurs and workers. 

In May the EU-funded project SHELTER held its Final 
Conference in Dublin. The aim of the SHELTER project was to 
promote the use of new models of cooperation, inspired by 
integrated design, for the energy renovation of social housing. 

This event was the ideal framework to disseminate the results 
of the Shelter project to its most relevant target audience. After 
an introduction on the implication of the renovation market 
trends for Social Housing Providers, key speakers presented 
concrete examples from SHELTER Pilots implemented in 
England, Italy, Bulgaria, Belgium and France. 

► Have a look at the Recommendation to public authorities on 
promoting best practices from SHELTER Pilots 

► Read the SHELTER guide “Innovate to renovate” 

In the framework of the EU Sustainable Energy Week 2013, 
EBC and BPIE are organising a conference on “How to best 
deliver European building sector policies on the ground”. 

The debate will examine the need for long-term thinking, 
integration and better collaboration within the current 
sustainable building policy with a view to achieving the EU 
2020 goals. 

The event will be debate-oriented and interactive technologies 
will be used to ensure a dynamic exchange of ideas between 
the audience and the panellists.   

► The conference will take place on 26 June from 14.30 
in the Committee of the Regions. Click here to REGISTER 

On 28th May 2013 CEN-CENELEC, with the support of the 
European Commission, organised the European Conference 
“SME and standardisation” in Brussels. Its objective was to 
continue the debate on how to raise awareness and provide 
SMEs with information on standards and making use of them.  

This Conference also marked the conclusion of the second SME 
Standardisation Toolkit Project supported by the EC and the 
EFTA. The toolkit was developed for business associations to 
facilitate the involvement of SMEs in standardisation activities. 

This is very important to EBC considering that SMEs represent 
about 95% of companies in the EU and standardisation is an 
increasingly important field where they have a role to play. EBC 
works to get involved in supporting and representing them. 

► Click here to see the presentations at the conference 

Follow us on twitter! 

‘Innovation in the procurement of Energy 
renovation’ 

What are the policy tools to strike the right balance 

between the fundamental freedoms of the EU Internal 

Market and the principle of fair competition? 

Click here to find out more about EBC Annual Congress 

2013 - 28th June from 9.30 in the EESC! 

Construction Action Plan’s Thematic 
Groups: TG 4 Internal Market 

REGISTER NOW! 

On the occasion of the presentation of the 2013 EBC Annual 
Report, the EBC Board of Directors invites you to a 
NETWORKING COCKTAIL on 27 June from 17.30 in the 
European Parliament (MEP’s Salon). Click here to register! 

5th June 2013, Brussels 

EBC receives the Official 
Partner Certificate for the 
EU-OSHA “Hea l thy 
workplace” campaign 
from Commissioner 
László Andor. 

► More information 

How to best deliver European building 
sector policies on the ground 

On 24th May the EU Council and the EU Parliament reached an 
agreement in the trilogue negotiations. EBC believes that the 
final outcome marks a positive result for construction SMEs. 

Vehicles whose main activity is not transportation will be 
exempted from the application of this legislation for 
transporting materials in a radius of 100 km from the base of 
their undertaking. The application field of the legislation will 
also be limited to vehicles heavier than 7.5 tonnes, instead 
of 2.8 as the European Parliament was initially advocating. EBC 
will follow the national implementation phase very closely. 

► Click here for more information 

Agreement on tachograph regulation  
A positive outcome for construction SME 
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